MOONLY VS MONEY

HE decsnt journale of the country are & unit

in thefr attitude concerning the Mooney case
and the effect of Governor Stephens' commutation
of his sentence. One of the best articles on the
subject appeured recently In Theodore Bonnet's
axcellent publeation, Town Talk, of San Fran
elsco, It is a fair and square statement of the
plain facts, and should be read generally. The
article follows:

It 18 pnssing strange that some of the publie
have fallen for the old stock-in-trade slogan volced
by the chief counsel of Mr, Moonay, that i{a by
Maxwell MeNutt, who published repestedly the
statement that this was a case of money fighting
Mooneys When the real facts of this extraordi.
nary campalgn are expoged it will show that
money and Moonéy throughout this fight were bad-
fellows. The old days when capital and money
fought the poor man have paseed. A man must
be & labor man to be elected to the legislature or
to be elected to the position of mayor, or even Lo
go to the house of representatives or the United
States senate. That {8 so well known now that to
deny It Is a joke, There was more money spent
in the “defense of Mooney” than wae gpent in the
defense of Stokes, who killed the celebrated Jim
Flake for the love of Josephine Helen Mansfield.

There were more bucketsful of money spent for
the “defense of Mooney™ than was spent in the de-
fense of Thaw for the cold-blooded killing of Stan-
ford White over the affection of Evelyn Nesbit.
In fact there never was so much money spent for
the defense of any man, as there has been for
Mooney. Thaw and his connections were millfon-
alres, mnd they went broke defending Thaw.
Btokes was a milllonaire and he went broke in his
defense. Mooney is a poor man and yet a million
dollars were raised all over the world for his de-
fense and In California alone over §100,000 up to
January 1, 1918, of which it Is said that §50,000
were spent for attorneys’ fees. Not only the beat
talent in the state of Callfornia wns called upon,
but Bourke Cochran, the forensic lender of the bar
of the Empire state, was brought all the way from
New York to San Francisco to ralse hls eloquent
volee In the defense of the bomb throwers. On
Fickert's side he was handicapped by & lmitation
of funds. The board of supervisors and the mayor
of this city allowed $2,500 for some of the trinls
and $1.500 for the others, and that Is all the
money that was raised on the side of the prosecu-
tion. PFickert himself {s a graduate of Stanford
University and so are several of the assistants in
his office, and he came fresh from his bacca-
laureate laurels with a clean record to try these
cases and has become the subject of vituperation
and abuse, when, If he had been complacent or
had favored the defense and allowed these men
to escape he would have been hailed by ldbor so-
clalism and the forces of anarchy ns the new
evangel of California justice.

Attack on Densmore,

That dictaphone report with lurld charges by
John P. Densmore, who shot it off, and then es-
caped to Portland, was the subject of condemna-
tion by the Down Town association. Omn the 30th
ultimo in its resolutinns it denounced as a gross
slander and as an unwarranted attack upon the

Jr name of San Francisco the followlng para-
gruph of Densmore’'s opininon of the City by the
Golden Gate: “A man has no chance If they start
to get him In San Francisco. They can jostle a
=man off the street, beat him, and have a dozen
witnesses testify that he pulled s gun and started
the fight. It I8 worse than New York. [ have
been in nearly every city in the Unlted States and
San Franelsco is worse than any of them.” It Is
& natural sequence that If any man in San Fran-
ciseo belleves Densmore, he will also belleve that
Thomas J, Mooney ls & martyr and that It I8 &
good thing to kill the women and men who hsd
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appeared upon Market and Stouart sireets, to
carry aloft the Ameriean flag In an effort to pre-
pare (he country agalnst the Huns or any other
nation that might attack us. The Down Town As-
socintion sent & copy of their resolution to Secre
tary of Labor W. B. Wilson. It would be interest
ing to know what the secretary of labor's opinion
Is of the Down Town Association. FProbably 1
wonld be Just as well not to print his opinton,

Judge Franklin A. Griffin's Attitude.

It was before Judge Franklin A, Griffin, that
the jury that tried Thomas J. Mooney for murder
was Impaneled, and befors him the cpse wns
tried, and it resulted in a unanimous verdict of
the jury of the econviction of murder of the first
degree. It was bafore Judge Franklin A. Griffin
that the defendant, Mooney, through his corps
of attorneys asked that the verdict be.set aside
and that a new trinl be granted, Judge Griffin
reviewed the trial and the testimony given nt
the trial, which lasted from January 8, 1917, till
the day of the verdict, on February 10, 1017, and
must have been convinced that Mooney was gullty
of the murder of Myrtle Irene Van Loo of Merged
Californin, one of the many bomb vietims, for ha
denfed the motion for new trial If Judge Griffin
helieved that o human being's neck was about to
be stratched for a orime for which he was not
gullty, he should have granted a new trial nl
though the jury unanimously decided otherwise.
He has full power under the law to set aside any
verdict. Experts on criminal law have called wt-
tention to the ruling of the state supreme court,
where they held repeatedly "“The Judge should set
aslde the verdict whenever he Is not satiafied with
it upon the evidence, and his order in that regard
will not be disturbed on appeal if the evidence
fs substantially conflicting.” In other worids,
Judge Griffin was at the time of the trial evi.
dently fully convinced of Mooney's gullt of mur-
der in the first degree and believed he should
be hanged or else he would have granted him
a mew trial. It is true that it is claimed that
the Oxman testimony was proven to he perjury.

Oxman wis tried and found Innocent of any per-
jury In the case, but, however, it could not be
gald that Judge Griffin denied the new trial be
cause he relied solely on Oxman. He had before
him the record In the Billlngs case—Billings was
convicted of murder of the same victims as the
accomplice of Mooney and If Billings was gullty
when Mooney was guilty and if Mooney was lnno-
cent Billings must have been innocent, The opin-
fon of the suprems court stated that loose bullets
and cartridge shells of calibers .22, .82 and .38
were found on Steuart street and in the bodles of
some of the victims were bullets of .32 and .22
caliber, and in Mooney's home a plstol with 38
and .32 callber cartridges was found, while in
Billings' room was a .22 callber rifle with some
cartridges to fit it, n .32 caliber pistol with .32
caliber curtridges, while parts of two ball bearings
five-pighths of an Inch In diameter were found on
Steuart street. One witness testified he saw Bill
Ings deposit & suit case near Markel street on
Hstewnart street and after depositing it he, Billings.
walked to the door of the saloon and at that in
stant Mooney came out and they tnlked together
Mooney pulling out his wateh, looking at the ferry
elock, and looking towards the oase where the
suit case was., Then both disappoared. Independ
ently of thls witness there were other witnesses
who saw Billings with a sult case at 721 Market
wtreet, on the roof; another witness saw Billings
later on talking to the police officer, Earl [
Moore, while at that moment of time Mooney and
hin wife came from the direction of T2 Market
street, and that Billinge walked over mwnd met
Mooney (n the middle of the sidewalk when
Mooney and Billings both walked towards the
ferry and about the sume time saw Weinberg get
into an sutomoblie which stood where Billings
was talking to the pollee officer. No one gues

toned Police Office Barl B, Moore, who sald he
tanlked to Billlogs In front of 721 Murkel stresl
shiortly before the parade while Moore was clear-
Ing the street in preparation for the procession,

Woodrow Wilson's Attitude.

Governot Willinm D, Stephens’ order in which
he commuted the sentence of Thomas J, Mooney
brings to light the attitude of President Woodrow
Wilson on theé Mooney cuke so clearly that IL dis

sipates o flood of small statements and rumors

published and spread brogdeast over the country
with regard to the president desiving that Mooney
#hould have a new (rial or be pardoned, It was
lald at President Wilson's door thut he interefered
with the courts In Californin, and with the actlon
of the people of the state In prosecuting thelr orimi
nalg for murder of thelr citizens, bot the lotter of
Governor Stephens shows that that 1s not true, No
doubt if President Woodrow Wilson believed that
Mooney had an unfalr trial, he would have sald
#0 and done something with regard to giving him
n new trial, but notwithstanding the thousand and
one appeals made to President Wilson, he hos
stood like adamant, against suggesting anything
with regard to Mooney's case, except that his
sentence should be eommuted, not on the ground
that Mooney had been a man of good 1fe and ree-
titude prior to hig conviction or that his antece-
dents were clenr of erime, or that nny of the de
claions of the juries or the courtg were corrupt, or
wrong, but simply on the ground thut n war was
then pending between the United States and Ger-
many, and all the civilized nations of the earth
were more or less embroiled, and that It might
bring about international complications if Mooney
should be hanged, Instead of having his sentvnee
commuted to life. President Woodrow Wilsan
=ent two telegrams, The firit on Mm‘_l:'}q 27, lapt,
when he sugzested a commutation of the sentence
only on account of “certain international affairs,
which his execution wouold greaily complicate™

The same telegram on June 2, was to the same
effect where he suggested not to pardon, but ‘s
commutation of the death sgentence imposed upon
Mooney,” And this telegram was on aecount pf
the “international significance which attaches to
1" 1 Is evident that President Wilson did not
tuke any stock in any other ground, but he knew
thut working men in Russia and the warking mén
in Copenhagen and England und elsewhere were
holding meetings, prompted by the Mooney propi-
ganda, In which they believed a workingmnn was
going to be hanged by the capitalists, simply be-
caude he was a workingman, Mooney therefore
has to thank the state of war existing betwéen
Germany und the United States and the then ex-
[eting International complileations, when President
Wilgon gent his two telegrams in March and June,
last, ns otherwlse he undoubtedly. would not have
deserved or received the consideration which he
has recelved and he cun thank the saving of his
neck to the world war and the president's fear of
possible international complications.

Botehkarova, the commander of the Russian
“Logion of Death,” was a maitresss femme, nocord-
Ing to Florence Harper, It Is impossible to think
of her as a woman, She s muscular and stroog,
She walks and talks like a man, and she has the
face of a man She has as muoch pride In hey
physical strength as she has in being the firsl wo-
man officer of the first women's hattadon, It s
aald that o grear many girls left the Arat battnlion
because of the discipling That s partially true,

but a great many of these girls left the first bat-

talion because they could not stand the personsl
conduct of Botchkarova, This 'vas proved by the
fact that 8 per cent of these j .. joined the second
battallon and made good soldlers

"Doesn't peeling onluong make you waep?"
“No, but paylng 20 cents o pound for ‘em does. " -
Boston Transcript,
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